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1 Vowels

2  g

3  h

4  l

5  m

6  n/hn

7  qu(ku)

8  s

9  d/t

10 dl/tl

11 ts

12 w/(h)w

13 y/(h)y





Draw Sequoyah & The Cherokee Syllabary









Trace the Cherokee Syllabary Characters



  



Connect the Dots
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Fill In The Missing Syllabary Character



     



1. _________________________________

2. _________________________________

3. _________________________________

4. _________________________________

5. _________________________________

6. _________________________________

7. _________________________________

8. _________________________________

9. _________________________________

10. _________________________________

11. _________________________________

12. _________________________________

13. _________________________________

14. _________________________________

15. _________________________________ 

How many words can you create out of:

Technology Supports Cherokee



 



Glossary



Translation
1. Hello, my name is Sequoyah. I invented the Cherokee Syllabary. Cherokees are
always quick to adapt to the newest technology. I will now show you how our
written language evolved through time.

2. This is what my original Syllabary looked like. Do you know why it doesn’t look this way anymore?

3. The Syllabary had to be adapted for the printing press. It went from cursive to small pieces of metal type.

4. Using the printing press, the Cherokee Nation printed religious documents, legal documents, and the first 
tribal newspaper in history, the Cherokee Phoenix.

5. Many years after the Cherokees settled in Indian Territory, the Cherokee Nation had the first phone line 
west of the Mississippi River.

6. The printing press and telephone were cutting technology for Cherokees for the era. Other technologies 
came along, such as the typewriter, and our language was adapted to those as well.

  
7. In the 1980s a new form of technology came along. It was called the word processor. With a little hard 
work the Syllabary entered the world of computers.

8. In the early 1990s, after computers became a household item, three different
styles of Cherokee fonts were created. Now there are over forty Cherokee fonts
to choose from.

9. Cherokees can also send text and emails using the Syllabary on their tablets and smart phones. They can 
even use the language in social media too!

10. Computer operating systems, as well as many different types of computer programs, can now use the 
Cherokee Syllabary as well. As technology progresses Cherokees will do their best to progress with it.



Answers





• Coloring pages
• Puzzles
• Cherokee Word Search

P.O. Box 948
Tahlequah, OK 74465-0948

918-453-5000
www.cherokee.org

© Cherokee Nation. All Rights Reserved.

About The Authors

Translator- John Ross is a Translation Specialist for Cherokee 
Nation Education Services.  A full-blood bilingual Cherokee, John 
grew up in Greasy, OK. He is recognized as a Cherokee National 
Treasure for his dedication to the Cherokee Language.  John has 
�ve children and �ve grandchildren and is married to Julie Kiddy 
Ross.  He is a member of First Baptist Church Fort Gibson. This 
book is about the development of the Cherokee syllabary.

Illustrator- Je� Edwards is an award winning graphic artist and 
grew up in Vian, OK.  He is a Language Technologist for Cherokee 
Nation Education Services. Language Technology




