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T h e  T e r r a p i n

S i n c e  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t i m e ,  C h e r o k e e s  h a v e  u s e d  t u r t l e s  f o r  a l l  k i n d s  o f  t h i n g s ,  s u c h  a s  r a t t l e s  

a n d  t u r t l e  s h e l l s  f o r  w o m e n  t o  d a n c e  w i t h  a t  c e r e m o n i a l  g r o u n d s .  A n c i e n t  l e g e n d  h a s  i t  k n o w n  t h a t  

w e  l i v e d  o n  a n  i s l a n d  o f  g i a n t  t u r t l e s ,  b u t  t h e  p e o p l e  b e g a n  t o  a b u s e  t h e m  a n d  a s  a  p u n i s h m e n t  o u r  

i s l a n d  s a n k .  W e  h a d  t o  f l e e  t o  f i n d  a  n e w  h o m e .  T h e  m o u n d  t h a t  t h e  f i r e  s i t s  o n  a t  t h e  c e r e m o n i a l  

g r o u n d s  r e p r e s e n t s  a  t u r t l e  s h e l l .  S o m e  s a y  t h a t  t h e  c r a c k e d  d e s i g n  o f  t h e  t e r r a p i n  s h e l l  r e p r e s e n t s  

a  s t o m p  g r o u n d  a n d  t h e  c o l o r e d  p a t t e r n  r e p r e s e n t s  w o m e n  d a n c i n g .  
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d a g a s i  ( t e r r a p i n )

s i q u a  u t s e s t s a d i  ( o p o s s u m )

y o n a  ( b e a r )

a s e s d i  ( n u m b e r )

t s i s d u  ( r a b b i t )

u t l o y i  ( a l i k e )

t s a l a g i  ( C h e r o k e e )
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About the Artist
Robert Lewis grew up in Salina, Oklahoma, and he is Cherokee, 

Navajo and Apache. Robert is an artist and storyteller. He  

is also an adjunct professor of art at Northeastern State  

University in Tahlequah, Oklahoma and has numerous  

works of art in countries around the world.




